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Date for your 2013 diary 

Spring Fair in Dartmouth Park 
Saturday 18 May—11am until 2pm  

We have stalls with plants, cakes, books, cards,  
bric-a-brac, homemade jams, ceramics,  

Sandwell Model Boat Club and lots more  

Admission Free  

Refreshments available in the Joe Johnson Snack Bar  

Poor weather conditions didn't deter our 

members from attending the AGM   

We decided to hold our AGM on the afternoon of the 27 
March and didn't expect many members due to the snow, 
but they weren't deterred and we had an excellent 
attendance.  

Nigel Slater, who has been Chairman since the group 
formed in 2008 decided not to stand for re-election due to 
pressure of work, and Vice-Chairman, Roger Stopford, 
was nominated and voted in as the new Chairman. We 
then needed a new Vice-Chair and Sue Slater was 
nominated and appointed. Other changes to the 
committee were the resignation of Anne Wilkins and the 
appointment of two new committee members - Yvonne 
Hayward and Wendy Bodenham. Wendy has very kindly 
taken on the role of Minute Secretary. 

Following the business of the AGM and refreshments we 
were given a very interesting presentation by Brett 
Gibbons the Contract Manager for Tomlinson, the 
company responsible for Phase II of the restoration work. 
Brett said that he and his colleagues are local lads from 
Wednesbury who know and use the Park, so they have a 
particular interest in its restoration. More information on 
the restoration is outlined on page 2. 

John Satchwell, SMBC's Project Manager for the 
Restoration then outlined other issues relating to the 
restoration. 

The meeting closed with a big 'Thank You' to Nigel for his 
excellent work as Chairman and the committee members 
are delighted that he is going to remain on the committee. 

On the left are a few photographs of a very enjoyable 
afternoon. 

A walk in the Park to view the progress of the restoration is 
to be arranged for later in the year. 

Photograph on the left 

shows the audience 

listening intently to Brett 

Gibbons from 

Tomlinson (below left) 

and Nigel Slater,  

outgoing Chairman, 

(below right).  Roger our 

incoming Chairman is in 

the right hand corner of 

the photograph. 
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Tomlinson, the contractors for Phase II of the 

restoration, making progress 

The weather hasn’t been very kind so far this year, but the 
contractors have been progressing with the new paths and 
work on the lower pool. 

Their remit is to restore and build  approximately 3km of 
paths.  They are involved in turf rejuvenation works, 
additional land drainage, new perimeter walls, railings and 
gates. They will be responsible for the demolition of the old 
toilet block and the construction of a new park entrance at 
Reform Street, and also the conversion of the depot area 
into a new car park. 

Below are some images of how the lower pool will look 
following the work. 

The bust of the 5th Earl of Dartmouth 

returns to Dartmouth Park  

 
 
 

 
 
 
The marble bust of the Earl of Dartmouth used to stand 
looking out of the observation room window in the 
Refreshment Rooms, but for many years has stood in the 
foyer of the Central Library in West Bromwich and been 
ignored by library users.  

The Friends' Committee wanted to bring him back to 
reside in the new pavilion on the land he once owned and 
gave to the inhabitants of West Bromwich for a 'People's 
Park'. It was agreed that, if we could raise the funds to 
pay for its removal from the library, we could display the 
bust in the pavilion, and our Treasurer, Annette, managed 
to raise sufficient funding, so the Earl is now back where 
he belongs.  

Our members met the Earl for the first time at our AGM 
and the photograph below shows Margaret Geddes, Terry 
Price, Sue Slater and John Dixon getting acquainted.  

Alfie the Black Country Poet 

The Friends of Dartmouth 
Park were very sad to 
learn of the passing of Alfie 
Smith, the Black Country 
Poet.  

Alfie had entertained our 
members on several 
occasions and always had 
us helpless with laughter 
with his clever comic 
poems. 

He very kindly wrote a 
poem especially for us 
entitled 'Sweet Memories’  

which he performed in West Bromwich Town Hall in 2009 
at the event to celebrate receiving the Heritage Lottery 
funding to restore the Park.. 

Alfie brought great enjoyment to audiences across the 
Black Country and will be sadly missed. 

Date for the Diary 
Sandwell MBC and Dartmouth Park 

v 
G F Tomlinson Birmingham Ltd 

Football Match 
25 April 2013—Kick off 6.30pm 
Sandwell Valley Sports Pitch  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b01rly8g/Match_of_the_Day_Wales_2012_2013_26_03_2013/
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Sandwell Park Farm presented with 'Cleaner Greener’ Award  

It was a very special evening in West Bromwich Town Hall on Friday 22 March, when people gathered for the West 
Bromwich Community Recognition Awards Ceremony. The Town Hall looked splendid and as well as nominees for 
awards present, there were Councillors and representatives from the sponsors of the awards. The evening was 
sponsored by Sandwell MBC, West Bromwich Albion, Dunton Environmental Limited, Queen's Square, McDonalds, 
Tesco and West Bromwich Building Society. 

Sandwell Park Farm were winners in the ‘Cleaner Greener’ category for their Honey Bees initiative. The Farm 
introduced Honey Bees into a new purpose made area of the visitor centre to produce an eco-friendly way to reconnect 
with nature. Honey bees make an important contribution to the sustainable environment. The Farm Bee Garden now 
has twenty-five hives, with upwards of one and a quarter million bees working towards improving the areas bio-diversity.  

The area has been extensively landscaped with bee-friendly plants and an observation hive installed, resulting in, not 
only a delightful area for people to see, but also an educational facility that shows how the bees live and work. 

Craig from Sandwell Park Farm, who has been instrumental in setting up the Farm Bee Garden, collected the Award 
Certificate on behalf of the Farm. He is pictured below with the certificate, together with a photograph of the Town Hall 
dressed for this special evening. On the right are images of the Bee Garden in winter. 

Lambing in Sandwell Valley 

Both farms in the Sandwell Valley 
have seen the successful arrival of 
healthy lambs. At the time of going 
to press almost 100 lambs have 
been born so far and there are still 
a few of the ewes waiting to give 
birth. The farm staff have been 
taking it in turns to do the night 
shift. Some of the lambs and ewes 
at Sandwell Park Farm pictured left.  Annette’s Tip for Cat Lovers 

Gardeners have been reminded 
of the dangers lilies pose to cats 
after three pets were killed by a 
floral bouquet. The owner did not 
know that lily pollen can fatally 
p o i s o n  f e l i n e s ,  c au s in g 
irreversible kidney damage.  She 
rushed her cats to the vet, but 
they couldn’t be saved.  Vets say 
that cats often brush against 
flowers, then ingest pollen while 
grooming to clean their fur. 

Sue, our 'Catering Manager' who makes 
all the delicious cakes for our events, is 
asking if any members would be willing 
to make a large cake or a batch of small 
cakes to sell on the Friends' Cake Stall 
at our Spring Fair event on the 18 May.  
Sue worked very hard to provide lots of 
cakes for sale at our Autumn Fair last 
year, but was sold out within an hour, 
so any additional items would be very 
gratefully received.  If you would like to 
help fill up Sue's stall please give her a 
ring on 0121 553 6137.    
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The Dartmouth Park Band was formed in 
1878 the very same year as West Bromwich 
Albion and in  the early years their paths 
seem to have crossed on quite a few 
occasions. See the report below from 1888, 
the first time that Albion won the FA Cup.  In 
1892, following Albion’s second victory the 
Band were again in attendance. 

The other report below is from 1894 and 
shows that by then Albion were in some 
degree of debt and again the Dartmouth 
Park Band were on hand to do their bit. 

Dartmouth Park Band and the Albion 

by Mark Barrett 


